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Dear Mr Khosla 
 
Thank you for your enquiry of 18 August in which you requested information on 
Secure English Language Tests.  Your request is being handled as a request for 
information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
You requested: 
 
We refer to your guidance at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/54466
3/2016-08-08_-_SELT_candidate_identification_requirements_v1.1.pdf which 
explains what identification documentation a person must provide in order to sit a 

SELT.  
 
We should be grateful if you could provide us with any guidance you hold on what 
your policy is where the relevant identity documentation is held by your office and a 

request is made for its return in order that the individual can present satisfactory 
identity documentation to the relevant test centre.   
 

Please also provide us with details of any alternative arrangements you have agreed 
with test centres where the original identity documentation is held by your office.  
 

If you do not hold any such guidance or there is no policy per se we should be 
grateful if you would explain i) what your position would be if a request was made for 
the return of identity documentation to enable an applicant to sit a SELT (whether the 
applicant has extant leave; leave under section 3C of the Immigration Act 1971; 
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permission to remain under the Free Movement Directive; or is an overstayer/ illegal 
entrant); ii) your justification for not permitting copies and/or certified copies of 
identity documentation to be used by a SELT centre. 

 

 
The Home Office does not has not issued any guidance specifically on the issue of 
the return of passports held by the Home Office to enable an individual to present 
identity documents at an approved Secure English Language Testing (SELT) centre. 
 
However, I can confirm the arrangements in place around SELT identity 
requirements and the return of passports as requested. 
 
When attending a test centre to sit a SELT test a candidate must provide evidence of 
their identity before being allowed to take the test.  The only acceptable forms of 
identification for in the UK are: 

 a valid passport or travel document; 

 a valid EU Identity Card; 

 a valid Biometric Residence Permit. 
 
The documents must be originals and include a photograph.  Any candidate who is 
unable to prove their identity will not be allowed to take the test.  Photocopies of a 
passport cannot be accepted, as the test centre staff will not be able to confirm that 
the document is a genuine document, including checking the security features of the 
passport. 
 
You have asked for an explanation as what would the Home Office position if a 
request is made for the return of an identity document to take a SELT test in the 
following scenarios: 

1. the applicant has extant leave; 
2. the applicant has leave under section 3C of the Immigration Act 1971; 
3. the applicant has permission to remain under the Free Movement Directive; 
4. the applicant is an overstayer / illegal entrant. 

 
In the first three scenarios, the identity document should be returned by the Home 
Office in order to allow the individual to sit the SELT test. 
 
In the last scenario the Home Office may not return the passport to allow the 
individual to sit the SELT test, as they would be in the UK illegally and the passport 
would assist in the individual’s removal. Guidance on the power to retain passports is 
available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/retaining-valuable-
documents 
  
Also, where an individual has requested the return of the identity document after the 
application has been refused, the Home Office may not return the document as it 
would assist in the individual’s removal.  
 
In cases where an immigration appeal has been held or is in progress the Home 
Office will make a decision whether to return the passport or not.  In the majority of 
cases the passport should be returned.  In exceptional cases where there are 
serious concerns that the applicant may abscond if the passport is returned, the 
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Home Office will request that the applicant books a SELT test, then will scan the 
passport and send this with the booking details to the SELT provider to allow the 
applicant to sit the test.  In these cases the Home Office will confirm to the SELT 
provider that the passport has been checked and there are no concerns about it 
being genuine. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with this response you may request an independent internal 
review of our handling of your request by submitting a complaint within two months 
to the address below, quoting reference 40803.  If you ask for an internal review, it 
would be helpful if you could say why you are dissatisfied with the response. 
 
 
Information Access Team 
Home Office 
3rd Floor, Peel Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London SW1P 4DF 
e-mail: info.access@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk   
 
 
As part of any internal review the Department's handling of your information request 
will be reassessed by staff not involved in providing you with this response. If you 
remain dissatisfied after this internal review, you would have a right of complaint to 
the Information Commissioner as established by section 50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
C Heap  
Customer Service Operations 
 
 

We value your feedback, please use the link below to access a brief 
anonymous survey to help us improve our service to you: 
http://www.homeofficesurveys.homeoffice.gov.uk/s/108105TAZNG 
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